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There are two books in Christianity: the Bible and the hymnal.  In the one we have God’s revelation to man; in the other we have man’s response to God. – E. Keith

The one who sings, prays twice. - Augustine
1. Important world events (300 A.D. – 1000 A.D.)

312
Conversion of Constantine

313
Edict of Milan (legalized Christianity)
325
First Council of Nicaea (nature of Christ)
339
Ambrose born

386
Augustine converted

390
Ambrose defies the emperor

410
Rome sacked

431
Council of Ephesus (dual nature of Christ)
432
Patrick’s mission to Ireland

451
Council of Chalcedon (divine and human nature of Christ)
590
Gregory the Great becomes pope

597
Mission to England

600
Gregory’s chants

622
Birth of Islam
663
Synod of Whitby (conformed to the Roman church observance of     

             Easter)
730
First known church organ

787
2nd Council of Nicaea (acceptance of icons)
800
Charlemagne becomes Holy Roman Emperor

988
Russia becomes Christian

1095
First Crusade
2. Latin Hymnody

a. Early forms

i. Influenced by the Hebrew synagogue

ii. Earliest hymns were versions of Byzantine chant

iii. No standard in Western churches

iv. Types:

1. Recitations

2. Melismatic songs

3. Refrains

v. Sung by the choir & congregation

vi. Performed:

1. Direct

2. Responsorial (solo & choir)

3. Antiphonal (call & answer)

b. Later forms:

i. Western church moved toward a uniform, mandated practice

ii. Originated from Rome

iii. Elaborate songs were made simpler

iv. The congregation began to participate less

3. Ambrosian Chant (4th century ff.)
i. Aurelius Ambrose  (340-397)
ii. Father of Latin hymnody

iii. Bishop of Milan (374-397)

1. Most important church influence outside of Rome

2. Influenced France and Spain

i. Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (b. 348)

ii. Of the Father’s Love Begotten
iv. Recognized the value of church music

v. Introduced & emphasized congregational singing

1. Rhythmic, metered

2. Simple

3. Responsorial

vi. Introduced hymns to the church

1. Poem in verse form

2. All verses sung to the same melody

3. Syllabic

4. Simple – intended for the congregation

5. Melodies were probably from secular, popular tunes

6. Celebrated Christian truths or events (non-scriptural)

7. Expressed personal, individual sentiments

vii. Converted/baptized Augustine

viii. Defender of the doctrine of the Trinity (Arianism)

ix. Hymns:

1. Veni Redemptor gentius (Come, Thou Savior of our race)

2. Aeterne rerum conditor
4. The Church

a. Constantine recognized/protected the church

b. Latin replaced Greek as the official church language

c. Liturgy and music organized by the popes

i. Assisted by Benedictine monks

ii. Cantor, chief solo singer (synagogue)

iii. Established boys choirs

iv. Solo and choral singing

5. Gregorian Chant (6th century ff.)
a. Gregory I, pope (590-604)

b. Organized and codified the church liturgy

c. Reorganized the schola cantorum
d. Unified repertoire of liturgical song throughout the western church
