Hymnology 201:  Reformation to the Modern Day

Discover U: Fall Session I

August 9:

Reformation Hymnody





Luther





Calvin and the Genevan Psalter





Moravian Hymnody





Anabaptist Hymnody

August 16:
American Hymnody I

August 23:
English Hymnody I





Isaac Watts

August 30:
English Hymnody II





The Wesleys

September 13:
American Hymnody II





2nd Great Awakening





Camp Meeting Songs





Fanny Crosby, Phillip Bliss, et al

September 20:
Modern Day Hymnody





1950 – present
English Hymnody II

Mid 18th century

The Wesleys

8.30.09

I. The Wesley Family

a. Samuel Wesley

i. Father

ii. Minister at Epworth, England

1. Prolific poet

2. Appointed to several positions

iii. Married to Susannah

iv. 19 children

1. Samuel, jr

a. First-born of the Wesleys

a. Well-educated

b.  “High Churchman”

c. Disapproved of John and Charles’ activities

2. John

a. Educated at Oxford

b. Preacher, editor, translator

3. Mehetabel

a. Very prolific poet

b. High quality religious verse
4. Charles

a. 18th child

b. Well-educated (Oxford)

c. Prolific hymn writer – over 6,000 hymns

d. Preacher

II. The Established Church in England

a. Age of Piety (parallels America)

b. Spiritual revival in England in the early/mid 1700’s

c. Saved England from revolution (unlike France)

d. Revival spread through the common people

e. The Anglican Church never embraced the Wesleys or Methodism

f. Wesleys never left the Anglican Church

III. Religious Influences in England

a. Calvinism was predominant

b. Anglican Church favored the elite of England

c. Wesleys organized the “Holy Club” at Oxford

i. 1729

ii. Revival among the students at Oxford

iii. Characteristics

1. A systematic and definable “Method” to serve God every day

a. Praying
b. Studying the Bible

c. Examining the spiritual lives of themselves and each other

d. Took food to poor families

e. Visited the prisons

f. Taught orphans to read

g. Fasted on Wednesdays/Fridays

h. Observed communion frequently

iv. Greatly criticized

d. George Whitefield was a friend and co-laborer

IV. Trips to Georgia: John & Charles

a. Sailed to Georgia with Oglethorpe

i. to witness to the Indians

ii. They were pressed into serving the Colony instead.

b. Influenced by the Moravians

i. In Georgia

ii. Relationship continued in England

c. Georgia was a failure – returned to England

i. The 1st hymnal published in America (1737)

1. Based on the Christian Week (not year)

2. Hymns for Sunday, Wed/Fri, and Sat

ii. Criticized for “introducing hymns of man’s composure” into the Church

“I went to America to convert the Indians, but, oh, who will convert me?”
V. Collections

a. A Collection of Psalms and Hymns
i. Published in Charlestown

ii. 1737

iii. Hymns from England

1. Watts

2. Samuel, Sr

3. Samuel, Jr

iv. Translations of Moravian hymns

b. A Collection of Psalms and Hymns
i. Published in London

ii. 1738

iii. Contained many hymns by Watts

c. A Collection of Psalms and Hymns
i. 1741

ii. Revival was intense

d. A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called Methodists
i. 1780

VI. The Wesley’s Influence

a. They despised the psalm singing of their day

b. Influenced their culture

i. Preach outside the Church

1. 1738 – the Wesleys own personal revival
2. Influenced by Whitefield

3. “vile” evangelism

c. Theology of their hymns

i. Unlimited atonement

ii. Christ died for all

iii. All mankind must give an account to God

d. Hymns

i. Very personal – more so than Watts

ii. Literary excellence was important

iii. Use of many different meters

iv. Unaccompanied

1. Outdoors

2. Churches could not afford organs

v. Manner of singing
1. Hymnal preface

Charles married to Sally Gwynne…John and Grace Murray…

Charles travelled and preached, creating tension with John:  “I do not even know when and where you intend to go.”

1746 – interrupted by drunken sailors singing the lewd song “Nancy Dawson”.  Charles memorized the meter and words during his preaching and that night composed a hymn to the same tune. When they returned, the Methodists began singing along with them the new verses Charles has composed and drowned them out.
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