Session 4
Byzantine Hymnody

April 5

There are two books in Christianity: the Bible and the hymnal.  In the one we have God’s revelation to man; in the other we have man’s response to God. – E. Keith

The one who sings, prays twice. - Augustine
1. The Eastern Church

a. Beliefs

i. The Nicene Creed
ii. The Bible (and Apocrypha)
iii. God’s revelation:

1. Confined to the original languages and utterances

2. Not limited to scripture

iv. Come from scripture and 7 ecumenical councils

v. The Trinity

vi. Christ was both divine and human

vii. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, not the Son.

viii. Human Nature and Sin

1. Image

i. Intellect

ii. Self determination

iii. Emotion

2. Likeness

i. The human potential to be like God

b. Orthodox Worship
i. Liturgical

ii. No instruments; occasional use of bellsl

iii. Standing, bowing, or laying prostrate

iv. Everything is “sung”

1. One or two note chants

v. Choir is used for more complex singing

2. History: 400 A.D. – 1517 A.D.
	354
	Birth of Augustine

	367
	Athanasius lists all 27 books of NT

	379
	Basil the Great dies

	380
	Christianity made official religion of Roman Empire 

	381
	Council of Constantinople

	386
	Augustine converts to Christianity

	389
	Gregory of Nazianzus dies

	395
	Gregory of Nyssa dies

	c. 400
	Jerome's Vulgate (translation of the Greek Bible into Latin)

	407
	John Chrysostom dies

	411
	Council of Carthage condemns Donatists

	417
	Pope Innocent I condemns Pelagianism

	420
	Death of Jerome 

	430
	Death of Augustine

	431
	Council of Ephesus

	451
	Council of Chalcedon

	787
	Second Council of Nicea

	950
	Olga of Russia converts to Christianity

	1054
	Great Schism between East and West

	1093
	Anselm becomes Archbishop of Canterbury

	1095
	Council of Clermont: Pope Urban II proclaims First Crusade

	1098
	Crusaders take Antioch from Turks

	1099
	Crusaders recapture Jerusalem from Turks

	1122
	Concordat of Worms

	1141
	Peter Abelard condemned

	1144
	Fall of Edessa (crusader state)

	1187
	Fall of Jerusalem to Turks

	1215
	Fourth Lateran Council

	1309
	"Babylonian Captivity" (until 1377)

	1337
	Hundred Years' War (until 1453)

	1378
	Great Western Schism (until 1423)

	1409
	Council of Pisa

	1413-14
	Lollard rebellion

	1415
	Council of Constance. Martyrdom of Jan Hus.

	1420
	Crusade against Hussites

	1431
	Joan of Arc martyred

	1431-49
	Council of Basel

	1438-45
	Council of Ferrara-Florence

	1453
	Fall of Constantinople to Turks

	1478
	Spanish Inquisition founded by Ferdinand and Isabella 

	1483
	Birth of Martin Luther

	1492
	Expulsion of Jews from Spain by Ferdinand and Isabella 

	1505
	Luther becomes a monk

	1517
	Luther posts 95 Theses


3. Byzantine Song
a. Unaccompanied, monophonic chant
b. No meter; syllabic
c. Followed the rhythm of the text
d. Andrew of Crete (650-730)

i.  “Christian, Dost Thou See Them”

e. John of Damascus (d. 780)
i. “Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain”
ii. “The Day of Resurrection”
f. Theocstitus (890)
i. “Jesus, Name All Names Above”
