Hymnology 201:  Reformation to the Modern Day

Discover U: Fall Session I

August 9:

Reformation Hymnody





Luther





Calvin and the Genevan Psalter





Moravian Hymnody





Anabaptist Hymnody

August 16:
American Hymnody I

August 23:
English Hymnody I





Isaac Watts

August 30:
English Hymnody II





The Wesleys

September 13:
American Hymnody II





2nd Great Awakening





Camp Meeting Songs





Fanny Crosby, Phillip Bliss, et al

September 20:
Modern Day Hymnody





1950 – present
English Hymnody I

Early 18th century

8.23.09

I. Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748)

a. Church & World Events
i. 1703 – Delaware founded

ii. 1707 – J.S. Bach’s first work

iii. 1710 – piano e forte gains popularity

iv. 1729 – Wesleys active in England

v. 1732 – George Washington is born

vi. 1740 – The Great Awakening peaks

vii. 1742 – first performance of Handel’s Messiah
viii. 1748 – John Newton converted

ix. 1752 – Ben Franklin & lightning

x. 1756 – Mozart born

b. An age of piety

i. Religious wars & persecutions were ending

ii. Mortality rates were high

1. Plague

2. Smallpox

3. Malnutrition

4. Childbirth

5. Disease

iii. Popular books

1. Holy Living and Holy Dying (1651)

2. Pilgrim’s Progress (1678 ff.)

3. Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life (1729)

iv. Personal poetry and writing became popular

v. The Great Awakening (1730/40)

1. Itinerant preachers

a. George Whitefield

b. Jonathan Edwards

2. Occurred in Congregational churches

a. Presbyterian

b. Baptist

c. Methodist

3. Helped to spread the hymnals of Watts

c. Watt’s Life

i. “Father of English Hymnody” (“liberator”)

ii. Son of a deacon in the Independent Church in Southampton, England

iii. His parents endured persecution (jailed)

iv. “…invalid, puny, only a trifle more than 5 feet tall…”

1. He was well-educated

2. Often wrote verse as a young child

3. Critical of music in his father’s church

a. Challenged to write

b. Wrote “Behold the Glories of the Lamb”

v. Never married

vi. Depended on the generosity of others for a place to live

vii. Became pastor of a church in London

1. 23 years

2. Interrupted often by illness

viii. Characteristics of his hymns

1. To improve the poetic quality of the psalms sung in worship

2. Songs should reflect the spiritual insights of the author

3. Interpret OT psalms by NT theology

4. Use of both OT & NT in verse

5. Congregational song should contain new, freely composed songs (not just the biblical psalms)

ix. Hymns and Spiritual Songs (1707)

1. Became popular among Presbyterians and Congregationalists in the Great Awakening

2. Intended to be sung in the “new” way – regular singing

a. Used familiar tunes (psalm tunes)

b. The Gospel was not confused by the law

3. Were written with Christian seasons in mind (could be used to emphasize the pastor’s text)

