Hymnology 101
3BC: DU Spring Session II

March 8, 2009

Class Schedule

Session 1 (March 8)


Song before the Birth of Christ


The Psalms

Session 2 (March 15)


New Testament Hymns

Session 3 (March 29)


Early Christian Hymnody

Session 4 (April 5)


Byzantine Hymnody

Session 5 (April 19)


Latin Hymnody, part 1

Session 6 (April 26)


Latin Hymnody, part 2


Intro to the Reformation
Session 3
Early Christian Hymnody
March 29
There are two books in Christianity: the Bible and the hymnal.  In the one we have God’s revelation to man; in the other we have man’s response to God. – E. Keith

The one who sings, prays twice. - Augustine
1. The Infancy of the Church
a. Growing pains
i. Docetists
ii. Montanists
b. The Arian Heresy
2. History: 100 A.D.
a. The Temple is destroyed in 70 A.D.
b. Persecution of Christians increased significantly
c. Meetings are held in secret

d. The Gospel spread beyond the bounds to Gentiles

e. Increased hostility between Christians & Jews

f. Rome crushed Jewish nationalism in 70 A.D. and 132 A.D.

i. Helped loosen ties to Jewish rituals and ceremonies

ii. Distinction between clergy & laity emerged

1. Beginnings of priests, bishops & deacons

2. Clergy became less servants to the people

3. Clergy emerged as mediators through which grace was given

4. Clergy began to shape worship and song

g. Hellenistic influences

i. Greek thought dominated the Roman empire

ii. Greek culture, art & philosophy were leading forces

iii. OT translated into Greek (the Septuagint)

iv. NT was written in Greek

v. Athens was the “university city” of the Roman empire

vi. Greek poetic forms were dominant (epic, ode, comedy)

Illus: sports car as seen through the eyes of a Roman, a Greek and a Hebrew
3. Roman empire/emperors

a. The influence/rule of Constantine (271-337)
i. Extremely important leader in world history

ii. Legalized Christianity

iii. Established a “new Rome” in Byzantium (Licinius in the West)

b. The Arian Controversy

i. Was Jesus created?

ii. Do we worship a created being?

iii. Alexander v. Arius

c. The Council of Nicaea (325)

i. Convened by Constantine

ii. Affimed the homoousios nature of the Word
iii. the Word was coeternal with the Father
4. Early Christian Song
a. Antiphonal singing (to counteract Arian heresy)

b. Chanting psalm verses

c. The Odes of Solomon (c. 100 A.D.)
d. Clement of Alexandria (170-220)

i. Father of Greek Theology

1. Hymns

a. “Shepherd of Eager Youth”

b. “Sunset to Sunrise Changes Now”

c. Phos Hilaron (O gladsome light)

e. Ephraim (d. 373)
i. Used popular tunes of heretical groups
ii. Used orthodox texts
f. Synesius of Cyrene (375-414)
i. “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”
5. Council of Laodicea (367)
a. Prohibited congregational singing
b. Prohibited use of instruments
c. Only Scriptures could be used for singing
	c. 4 BC
	Birth of Jesus

	c. 26 AD 
	John the Baptist begins ministry

	c. 27 AD 
	Jesus begins ministry

	c. 30 AD 
	Crucifixion of Jesus

	c. 35
	Conversion of Paul

	c. 44
	Martyrdom of James

	c. 46-48
	Paul's first missionary journey

	c. 49 
	Council of Jerusalem

	c. 50-52 
	Paul's second missionary journey

	c. 51-52
	First and Second Thessalonians written

	c. 53-57
	Paul's third missionary journey

	c. 57
	Letter to the Romans written

	c. 59-62
	Paul imprisoned in Rome

	c. 60 
	Andrew martyred by crucifixion in Achaia (Greece). 

	c. 66-67
	Second Timothy written

	c. 68
	Martyrdom of Paul

	70
	Fall of Jerusalem 

	c. 90-95 
	John exiled on island of Patmos

	c. 95
	Book of Revelation written

	c. 96
	Clement of Rome's Letter to the Corinthians written

	c. 120
	Didache written

	202
	Christians persecuted under Septimus Severus

	211
	Christians tolerated under Emperor Antoninus Caracalla

	222
	Christians favored Emperor Alexander Severus 

	230
	Origen's On First Principles

	235
	Christians persecuted under Emperor Maximin the Thracian 

	238
	Christians tolerated under Emperor Gordian III 

	244
	Christians favored under Emperor Philip the Arabian

	251
	Cyprian's Unity of the Catholic Church

	254
	Death of Origen

	303
	Diocletian orders burning of Christian books and churches

	312
	Emperor Constantine's conversion to Christianity 

	313
	Edict of Milan establishes official toleration of Christianity

	325
	Council of Nicea

	336
	Death of Constantine 


