Hymnology 201:  Reformation to the Modern Day

Discover U: Fall Session I

August 9:

Reformation Hymnody





Luther





Calvin and the Genevan Psalter





Moravian Hymnody





Anabaptist Hymnody

August 16:
American Hymnody I

August 23:
English Hymnody I





Isaac Watts

August 30:
English Hymnody II





The Wesleys

September 13:
American Hymnody II





2nd Great Awakening





Camp Meeting Songs





Fanny Crosby, Phillip Bliss, et al

September 20:
Modern Day Hymnody





1950 – present
American Hymnody I

17th – 18th centuries

8.16.09

I. Religious Climate

a. Protestant and Catholic were high in Europe

b. Persecution was high, based on who controlled the government.
c. What caused the tension?
i. The belief that uniformity of religion should exist in any given society.
ii. It was the duty of the government to enforce it, and, thus, save souls.
d. Pilgrims and Puritans: What’s the difference?

i. Puritans

1. Believed the Church of England was the true church

2. They wanted to reform the Church from Catholic influence

ii. Pilgrims

1. Separated from the Church completely

2. Left England to find refuge in Holland
3. Landed on Plymouth Rock

II. Church Music

a. Pilgrims

i. Sang the Psalms

ii. “Sternhold and Hopkins” (1562) Psalm Book

1. Most widely used psalm book by Protestants in England and Reformed Europe

2. Influenced by the Genevan Psalter
3. “Old 100th” the only tune still in use today

4. Does contain a few tunes – melody only

b. Puritans

i. Sang Psalms

ii. Sang melody only – no parts

iii. Unaccompanied

iv. “Ainsworth’s Psalms” (1571) Psalm Book

1. Used by the Puritans until 1640

c. “Bay Psalm Book” (1640)

i. 1st book printed in America

ii. Considered innovative

iii. Met with much opposition

iv. Used by the Puritans

v. Pilgrims

1. In Salem, used the “Ainsworth Psalter” until 1667

2. In Plymouth, used the “Ainsworth Psalter” until 1692

vi. Objections to the new Psalm Book

1. Should only one person sing, and the others join in spirit, saying “amen” at the end?

2. Should women be allowed to sing?

3. Should the unconverted be allowed to sing?

4. Should psalms written in new meter (not Hebrew, Davidic meter) be allowed?

5. Should the new tunes be allowed?

a. At that time, they only used a few tunes, which had been used for so long they were considered divinely inspired

b. New tunes were considered by some as vain displays of mortal man

vii. Practice of singing

1. Lining out

a. Read or sing a line by a leader

b. Congregation would echo what the leader had sung

c. Very few melodies were used, and these were passed on by oral tradition

d. Melodies were repeated every Sunday (because there so few)

e. Texts – the psalms – were sung in rotation regardless of the sermon subject

f. A cappella
g. Were sung:

i. By rote singing

1. No music notation

2. Taught by ear

3. Passed from person to person orally

4. This was the old practice

ii. By regular singing (also known as Rule singing) 
1. Melodies were written in music notation

2. Very few could understand the notation

3. Many were opposed to it

iii. This was a very divisive issue among churches – to sing by rote or rule!

2. Revival of singing: 1700

a. Singing by rule
i. Learning to read notation

ii. Singing schools emerged

b. Fa – Sol method

i. Used letters on the music staff

1. Fa, sol, la, mi

2. Precursor for shaped note singing

From those who wanted to improve singing:

Singing “had become so mutilated, tortured, and twisted, that the psalm singing had become mere disorderly noise…”

From those who were opposed to reading music:

“Truly I have great jealousy that, if we once begin to sing by note, the next thing will be to pray by rule, and preach by rule; then comes popery.”

What we essentially see here, is that even in the birth of our nation, from Christians who themselves wanted unity in the Church, there was great controversy and division over music in the church.

We can learn from history, lest we are doomed to repeat it!

