Hymnology 101
3BC: DU Spring Session II

March 8, 2009

Class Schedule

Session 1 (March 8)


Song before the Birth of Christ


The Psalms

Session 2 (March 15)


New Testament Hymns

Session 3 (March 29)


Early Christian Hymnody

Session 4 (April 5)


Byzantine Hymnody

Session 5 (April 19)


Latin Hymnody, part 1

Session 6 (April 26)


Latin Hymnody, part 2


Intro to the Reformation
Session 2
New Testament Hymns

March 15

There are two books in Christianity: the Bible and the hymnal.  In the one we have God’s revelation to man; in the other we have man’s response to God. – E. Keith

The one who sings, prays twice. - Augustine
1. Inter-testament Period

a. God seemed to grow quiet.

i. No burning bushes

ii. No parting waters

iii. No prophecies

b. The people were waiting for the Messiah.

2. History: 100 B.C – 100 A.D. (history map)

a. Buddhism introduced

b. Cleopatra is appointed queen of Egypt

c. Julius Caesar is born

d. Rome governs Jerusalem

e. John the Baptist/Jesus birth

f. Jews/Christians persecuted

3. NT Song

a. The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55)

b. Benedictus (Luke 1:68-79)

i. Vv. 68 – 75 (thanksgiving)

ii. Vv. 76 – 79 (address regarding his son)

c. Gloria in Excelsis (Luke 2:10-14)

d. The Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32)

i. Isaiah 52:10

ii. Psalm 98:2

iii. Isaiah 49:6

e. Paul’s exhortations to sing

i. An early hymn-writer?

ii. Many passages from Paul’s epistles seem to be quotations from hymns or psalms that were likely weel known to early believers

1. Ephesians 5:14

2. 1 Corinthians 14:15

3. Ephesians 5:18-19

4. Colossians 3:16

f. James 5:13

Webber quote

g. Acts 16:23-24

i. Earliest Christian hymn?

1. Phil. 2:6-11

2. Paul quotes and uses this hymn

h. Revelation

i. Written to bring hope, comfort and encouragement in a time of rampant persecution

ii. 4:1 – 22:7

1. 16 hymn or hymn-like compositions

a. Single hymns

i. 15:3-4

ii. 12:10-12

b. 7 antiphonal songs

i. 4:8-11

ii. 5:9-14 (the “new song”)

iii. 7:9-12

iv. 11:15-18

v. 16:5-7

vi. 19:1-8
